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Parming has been taken as the best example for Science 
to combat. 



0*ER Bodley^s dome^ for eight successive days, 
The Star of Scifeiice now emits her fays. 
Ye who may bask in them will surely fiiid 
All that can chai^m or gtatify the mind ; 
Whatever is great, 't is she does execute. 
In strict attention to the parts minute ; 
If erring at the base, the ^ork 's untrue, 
She does expetitfi^nt again r^new, 
Until the fault discovered, is replaced, 
And consequeiice to coii^equence be ttaitidd ; 
Thus clearly proved, in hone'i^ty she acts. 
So her results are scientific facts. 

But Science still is very hardly used. 
The learned its acquaintance hate refused ; 
Believing that if once it gained admission. 
It would upset their doctrines of tradition ; 
In well-thumb'd theoriies cause sad Confusion, 
And bring about a mental revolution. 
Yes ! — once let Science but insert the wedge. 
With reason ever working as a sledge, 
Howe'er adhesive part to part's inclined. 
However close in bonds of cause combined, 
However tight in wise conviction ptess'd, 
Science will separate or never rest ; 



It cannot be denied, howe'er you try. 

Although for your conclusion you would die ; 

But two and two it's clear do now make four. 

And though you thought they did make three before^ 

Yet *t is so plain you needs must now believe, 

Although for the old theory you grieve : 

But as you cannot alter or upset, 

Must try your father's maxims to forget ; 

And though you inly feel the view is hollow. 

Still with compunction say, '^ Lead on, I il follow." 

But think not. Science, youVe a convert gained. 
As yet you've only his adhesion strain'd. 
Allows the truth which cannot be denied. 
So far he would remain quite satisfied ; 
But as to giving up what he's been taught, 
(Think not a convert is so easy caught ;) 
Sincerity compels him to acknowledge, 
But he 'II retire for strength, and at his college 
Will twist, turn, pull, and so distort the fact, 
To make it with his system somehow act. 
Then if his ingenuity can ease 
The qualms of conscience or his fear appease. 
He 'U simply take it as a clever toy, 
Which those who've time and money may enjoy, 
It does not interfere, so " I '11 accept it," 
But in the use does virtually reject it ; 






Therefore when introduced he acquiesces. 
And though convinced^ conviction he represses. 
But now a consequence does soon appear. 
This is a rap, and this is more severe. 

" Though two and two make four, 'tis true you state, 
" Why try to prove that four and four make eight? 
" I dare say this may be a just connection : 

I said I'd follow ; but, upon reflection. 

Your notions soon may lead to my undoing, 
*• And though you promise wealth, may practise ruin." 

No, no ! the core is not so soon uprooted, 
Though all the system Science has refuted. 
Though she has promised produce will be double. 
Be also gained at nearly half the trouble ; 
He (still allowing two and two make four) 
Resents her interference as a bore ; 
" Yes, you may call it prejudice, and laugh, 
"But wish at once you would adjourn to Bath." 

Alas, indeed, so slow is penetration, 
*T is not so easy to convert a nation. 
Most willingly they listen and review it. 
As all the better then they can " pooh-pooh " it, 
At their next meeting though it is enacted all, 
Still they pronounce it utterly impractical. 
»" This plan we dare say may do in Australia, 
" But here, we think *t would be a simple failure ; 



** First look at the expense of the construction, 

^* Look how uncertain also is production* 

'' Look at the short time that it would be wanted^* 

" Then the advantage we must take tor granted, 

'' The labour thus professing us to spare^ 

'* Is but transferred, through the increase of care.*' 

Then comes the last, in which they neatly wrap it all, 

** We 'd like to know where we could find the capital.** 

Yes, Science you've an up-hill bluff to plough. 
And long must you to their objections bow ; 
At first received but as a cause of meiriment. 
Then gain attention by well proved experiment : 
At last, though you into their heads do knock it. 
You've still the citadel to storm — the pocket. 
So far you've gained your point, they now will laud it, 
But as to buying, really can't afford it. 

It 's natural thus they schemes should underrate, 
Until they somehow have survived their fate. 
Three thousand patents on the list appear, 
The produce of invention in the year: 
To this the pattern ofiice does provide 
Protection, if they're simply specified. 
Then there is the Society of Arts, 
Once in a year publicity imparts , 



To all the various notions that now float 
Within the brain^ she is the ferry-boat ; 
And thus displayed^ attention may command, 
And if deserving safely brought to land. 
Then think of those whom ^Setenee simply lodges^ 
Who go about to -ventilate their " dodges," 
In here suggesting, there improvement giving, 
Contrive to pick up^ somehow, half a living. 

'* Here's something new, sir, that I have discovered, 
" It will prevent the workman's eyes being smothered 
^' With dust^ a» he the einder heap is cleaning, 
« Or when engaged in white-washing the ceiling. 
'' Think of the thousands working in this trade, 
f* You see at once a fortune could be made« 
" I for a trifle will my plan impart ; 
" And if you in the venture wish to start, 
•* You can reward me with a five-pound note, 
" If I no more the new invention quote." 

** Well, if the plan I readily can use, 
** Your just demands I will not then refuse/* 

"' Simplicity's the key-note of success. 
** It's through simplicity that we progress ; 
'* Those complicated mouse-traps, set to work 
** In practice often will their duty shirk ; 
" This is not one by which a sharp inventor, 
** May catch his mouse, or rather the patenter ; 









8 

^' No ! this is simple^ and if you '11 observe, 
^' You see this glass is shaped into a curve, 
<' That high or low, the face it may fit well on, 
** Is cut in shape just like a slice of melon ; 
** The upper part will sharp the forehead fit. 

The lower cheeks and nose, you see the slit ; 

Thus eyes in working always be secure, 
^' For labour which has dust-specks to endure, 
^' No fear in use that they the glass would break, 
** It has no flaws, and it is made of plate, 

When not employed, or packing up begin. 

They put it as a ' gorget '♦ 'neath the chin ; 

And as the string *s elastic, as they please, 
" They can resume it with the greatest ease." 

" Well, I will purchase, though they will not use them, 
" They'll say it's nonsense, therefore will abuse them, 
•* So there's your money, and when you divine 
** Something that may be useful in my line, 
" rU buy, and if the public will not take it, 
" In application to some purpose make it/* 

Now he is off to some one else, to put on 
(With his soft-solder) his new three-holed button ; 
Then to a tool shop, that they may perceive here 
His new-invented telescopic lever, 
" Not taking weight will any substance rise, 
" As in the straw form, power mostly lays, 

* A military ornament. 
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" And when shut up may easily be carried ; 
" Pity that labour for it long has tarried." 

** Well, this I think is clever, here *s your pound, 
" Pray call again when next you go your round." 

Thus on he works to gratify the curious, 
And trade does never find he is injurious. 
Although *t is useless for the object meant. 
They make it act as an advertisement, 
(As people when they buy, like looking round, 
*T is through variety our wants are found,) 
The master by explaining in compliance, 
Is look'd on as a patron of the Science, 
And so the " dodge," though never making way, • 
Is somehow or another made to pay. 

Yes, friend, indeed, the number is so great. 
That you may be allowed to hesitate. 
As when you Ve got the very thing you wanted. 
Next day you find its use is quite supplanted. 
You place your mouse-trap underneath the thatch. 
Then comes a poisoning man, who all can catch ; 
The vermin he '11 remove from everv mow. 
And what can you do with the mouse-trap now ? 
The poison bought, to strew it you begin. 
Another comes and says, " No rats get in, 
" If you on my arrangement build your rick, 
** 'T is so contrived, they to the piles can't stick ; 
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" By simply ufling them» the vermin never 

^' Can gain admittance howsoever clever.** 

You place the piles up — thinking now yon 've done it. 

And aa it 's. good you 're glad you have begun it ; 

Though tr^ps and poison, something cost, 't is tnie^ 

Yet now you -re safe» the loss comphusant view* 

But here another calls, and he reveals 

A plan by which the rick can go on wheels ; 

** The If hole stock therefore at the barn-door leaving ; 

'^ Conceive the labour lost you 're thus retrieving ; 

" A tram-way, portable you will discern^ 

*' Brings every rick up fiurlyin its turn." 

Tl\iB^ new invention will my. scheme remove, 
When^ lo ! another comes, ^f Our engine prove, 
" It here and there and everywhere will go, 
'* Thra^ e^chrick out as it does stand below ; 
^' Will sack the grain, when full, with ease you cart it, 
" And carry on the morrow straight to market ; 
^* Now barns are useless but for harvest-home, 
" A^4 really otherwise they down might come.** 

*' Well this to my farm's useful, I 'U afford her 
** Anything th^t *s good, so one I order ; 
** Here is. a saying ai^d it 's just to try it, 
" Besides to other work I can apply it." 

Another : *' Let me beg your patience keeping, 
" While I explain out new machine for reaping. 
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'' Stacking, bamsi thrashing, all away it clears, 
'* Our n«w plan, Sir, is simply cut the ears ; 
^* A fish-tooth'd covered cylinder we take, 
** And comb the field as does the daisy rake, 
*^ Then cart the ears, the stubble 's not a treasure, 
*' For you can mow it when it suits your pleasure ; 
** The ears we winnow in a sort of barrel, 
'^ With blunted teeth, that will the seed unravel ; 
'^ Thus labour by this plan is so diminished, 
'* Ten acres before breakfast we have finished ; 
'' And when some more improvement^' we Ve effected , 
'' A hundred with confidence mi^ be expected." 
Well really> Sir, though much obliged, must tell 
Of one I 've ordered that will yours excel ; 
'* It does all that you state ; the surplus power 
Is used for grmding up the com to flour ; 
My neighbours like the plan, so to embark it 
** We now have set up a new flour market ; 
'' The structure with devices are adorning, 
*^ So wish you, Sir, though not success, good morning.*^ 
Why, these inventors would a farmer pickle. 
And bottle for a show with scythe and sickle, 
" For go-a/-head ones better to decry, 
*' The good- old customs of the days gone by. 
" But what to do ? if quiet, get a singeing, 
" I '11 therefore be content to buy the engine. 
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" A good one I will order — come what may^ 

" With common sense its labour ought to pay, 

" And then if these inventors buzz about, 

" It will be useful if I must clear out ; 

" And as for corn it pays one still for growing it, 

'' If loaves come up I shall not care for knowing it. 
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But farming must not now our thoughts engage, 
As the Association 's on the stage, 
Now here — now there — thus wide in operation. 
She's sat in every city of the nation. 
Thus transcient in peripateticism. 
She loses much through want of honest criticism. 
The meeting over all the substance flies, 
And till next year she virtually dies. 
But one may say that Science owes her more 
Than any institution known before. 
Many 's the man she's raised to self-reliance, 
Who thus encouraged, benefited Science, 
Many 's the man she yearly has converted 
To see, in Science he may be diverted ; 
Here those who think will talk to those who won't, 
And those who wish to talk to those who don't. 
Preferring wit to knowledge, join the club 
Of the Red Lion, entering as a cub ; 
Where you can roar and laugh the fun 's not slow. 
When Science chooses to unstring her bow. 
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The Lectures call — their interest so divided^ 
'Twixt this and that you ponder undecided. 
" 1 must hear this about the pole explained^ — 
"And there the battle on the rock 's maintained, — 
" Here the new bottled motion that propels 

So fast that it the telegraph excels — 

There 's tunnel-boring (nothing now can stop one), 
'' Cuts stone like wads and shoots them a la pop-gun ; 
** But universal progress here 's disclosed. 

All will be happy, and the doubters posed ; 

Figures are facts, and figures go to prove 
** The truth, if we the obstacle remove ; — 
" I can't miss this, that does before one lay^ — 
*• The value of the land at Hudson's Bay ; 
** Monopoly being broken and undone, 
*^ A virgin land our Canada has won, 
** Will send home corn and tallow, coal, besides 
** A fleet of timber, all exchanged for hides ; — 
** But here is one I really must not miss, for 
" 'T is how to tame a Jackal by a whisper ;•— 
" But waiting idle we shall lose the day,*' 
So in despair you enter section J. 
Here Mr. Dodgeson's begging the attention 
Of the green table to his new invention. 
Or rather his discovery : " 1 trust 
** You '11 cast your eyes on this apparent dust. 
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" An individual one I beg you *ll mark, 

*' Which I must tell you simply is a spark ; 

*' Not one^fvthofie that>take an upward flight, 

'^ As this ia heavy, and the. other 's light ; 

*' In the descent most kickily I caught it, 

" And have to your Association brought it; 

^* It was obtained from flint struck with steel, 

*\ Upon your hand .back if one 's tliere you 'U feel ; 

*' Then if you pi^ess it with your finger-nail, 

'' A very ,s^ht explosion 't will entail. 

*^ The fact I hope. Sir, does to you make clear 

*^ This little speck 's. a very little sphere ; 

'' From small to gveat, we cannot well evade, 

** This shows \is^ how the imiverse was made ; 

** The Sun 's a flint in fusion, and a comet 

** Or ball of steel came fearfiiUy upon it ; 

** A liunp was thus struck out all burning hot, 

** And now the Sun has got a mnall-pox spot ; 

** This fragment is the globe, I prove it found, 

** And yearly this the Sun will circle round ; 

<' In cooling wjien it reach'dLits proper quarter 

** Condensed the atmosphere ta surface water, 

" Which now I trust will set at rest the notion, 

*^ About the so-called subterranean ocean. 

** Its composition (flint and iron) shows 

'* The igneusi from which the strata rose. 
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V Which in accumulation had confined it, 
** Except where burstklgiip a^ they did tiind it. - 
And now^ Sir^ as tliiB fact to .me is elear^ I •■' 
Call it, permissioned, * The Dodgesonian Theory.' " 
The audience here expresji their approbation, 
To Dodgeson it embodieis all the nation; 
But here a sage arose in black tail coat, 
With a white kerchief loose about his throaty 
Requests the chairmto (as his voice he's clearing) 
To give him a few minutes for a hearing. 
*' The statement we have heard does me behove 
" To be without foundation, clearly prove, 
** A comet in its course is so intrepid^ 
** It must describe a parallelopiped. 
** And then the angle of obtuse deflection, 
'' Is also an insuperable objection ; 
^' Besides the power 's described as so potentiid, 
•' Would make our calculus indifferential ; 
** But let me prove by simple illustration, 
<^ The test, a compound quadratic equation, 
** Take A the comet,— th' unknown power be X, — 
*' And Y the sun, — (I hope I don't perplex,) — 
** Z be the earth, — and also B the circuit, — 
" Those who are able now may quickly work it. 
" When they have proved it they will then maintain 
** That X unknown, — does still unknown remain. 
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'^ You^ sir, must therefore take this plain suggestion* 

** And say that Mr. Dodgeson's begged the question.' 

Dodgeson stands up, and Dodgeson now replies. 

Boldly the sage's premises defies. 

And must throughout in toto disagree. 

For Dodgeson proved it by the rule of three. 

And trusts when Mr. Chairman has decided, 

'T will reconcile opinions now divided. 

The Chairman thus appealed to for decision, 

Feels like a martyr in the Inquisition ; 

Not knowing much about it, does confess 

That time will not allow him to express 

His own opinion ; the consideration 

Will therefore leave to the Association, 

Who doubtless from th' observatory at Kew, 

Will Dodgeson give a sixpence to pursue 

His studies, and he trusts his sharp inspection 

Will find out something more to please the section. 

But now for the great dinner you've a ticket. 
To get a good place you must early nick it : 
Here Science will expand in approbation, 
And in a general congratulation. 
The usual list of toasts being duly closed, 
"The British Association" is proposed; 
Ladies and Gentlemen ! be now my task 
** For its deserts, your kind attention ask ; 
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'* Alas ! we mourn for many a separation, 
*' 'Mongst those who founded the Association ; 
In London thought of^ — Edinburgh spoken. 
At York the plan at last was fairly broken, 
*' Where in an inn's back room, and round the fire, 
** The grand result I see they did inspire ; 
** We'll somewhere meet next year, tho* not invited, 
** Now many claims must courteously be slighted ; 
** Then five or six were all that signed their names ; 
'^ Now units yields to thousands, and proclaims 
'' How firm and solid must be our position, 
''And this result, may say, fulfils our mission. 
'* To you, my friends, its permanence I leave, 
*' Being gratified, its object you perceive ; 
** And therefore hope this company to greet,^ 
" When we, next year, at Telegraph-town meet ; 
*' To wish it well, let one and all unite, 
** With one cheer more to make remembrance bright." 

To foreign friends a due attention paid is. 
Now comes the last, but not the least — The Ladies : 
The Ladies, for their patronage display'd 
Does Science thank, as she without their aid 
May well be said as pulling single handed ; 
But through their charms new powers are commanded. 
Yes, Ladies ! Science feels your interest taken 
In what she does, be otherwise forsaken ; 
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Plodding as mole, half burrowed oft she lies, 

But mole turns to magician 'neath your eyes. 

If once perchance they om her studies beaniv' ' 

Shell rise up to disprove what she may seem; . 

Through faith, she '11 claim affection be entrusted. 

And look quite gay when you h^ gown have dtiste4« 

The prejudice I trust is now removed, 

And by your condescension is reproved ; 

Thus think — as angler play her, and you'll find. 

Her far the best companion, — ever kind ; 

Always believes sincerely what you say. 

She'll let you friendly, lead her your own way ; 

Where'er she is, she's never at a l6ss. 

So never grumbles, and is never cross ; 

Lives with economy at all things handy, 

You'll find her sound at heart, though not a dandy ; 

A friend who'll prove much better than a |]^au. 

Though in the park she may not make a show ; 

She never cares authority to hold. 

Indifferent whether mutton's hot or cold : 

'Twixt her and peace no trifles intervene, 

And, come what may, she ever is serene* 

Yes, Ladies, such is Science ! and I trust 

You'll find her so if you will break the crust ; 

And when our meeting sees you, 'tis our boast, 

To give "the Ladies" as a parting toast. 
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The closing meeting, sad to say, has come, 
And tired Secretary tells the sum, 
Which he has added : '' Gladly I'm impelPd 
*• To say 'tis the best meeting ever held ; 
*' Three hundred annual members we've enlisted ; 
'* Associates, seven hundred have assisted ; 
** Of new life-members taken just a score ; 
** Of foreigners distinguished reckon four ; 
*' To Ladies just two hundred make our bows, and 
** Wish next year we may insert a thousand.*' 

The business of the week they now rehearse, 
Then through excursions pleasantly disperse. 

Upon your labours Science well may smile. 
You thinkers urge, the thoughtless you beguile. 
Her separate interests have here united, 
Which followed otherwise be half-benighted ; 
As facts though sound, discovery often smothers, 
Because not taught to reconcile with others. 
Which if collateral knowledge had existed. 
At once had felt the power unresisted. 
The seven sections therefore must unite. 
And stand godmothers to the ray of light. 
Without their aid it as a worm may glow, 
But strengthen'd thus, may to a beacon grow. 
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With hands across^ this heptarchy shall stand. 
And breathe a warmth upon the blighted land ; 
Proving one letter ardently pursued. 
Is weak unless with others it be view'd. 
And if Religion with them intertwine, 
Science may then assume a power divine. 



ALDEN', PRINTER, OXFORa 
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